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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


HOMELIAKERS 1  CHAT  Wednesday,  July  24,  1940. 

(FOE  BROADCAST  USE  OKLY) 

Subject:  "SAVING  BULBS.  "     Information  frora  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo — 

Ifow  about  white  hyacinths,  daffodils,  and  tulips.    When  we  think  about  tulips, 
we  generally  think  of  wind-mills,  and  wooden  shoes,  and  Dutch  farm  women.     Tor  many- 
years,  many  of  the  flowering  bulbs  have  come  from  Holland.    But  now,  sad  to  say,  the 
war  has  cut  us  off  from  those  Dutch  tulips.    Report  has  it  that  the  surplus  of 
famous  Dutch  "bulbs  has  had  to  he  used  as  cattle  feed. 

So  we  are  going  to  have  to  save  those  we  already  have.     If  you're  a  thrifty 
gardener  and  have  any  imported  bulbs  now  in  your  garden,  you  are  no  doubt  already 
planning  to  save  then  for  another  year,-  and  several  years  to  come,-  by  digging  and 
drying  them,  ready  to  plant  in  the  fall.    And  if  your  bulbs  are  American  varieties, 
which  many  of  our  plant  scientists  consider  equal  to,  or  even  superior  to,  the  im- 
ported bulbs,  save  those,  too.  S.L.  Emsweller,  principal  horticulturist  of  the  Bureau 
of  plant  Industry  says  to  give  all  your  bulbs  special  attention  this  summer  and  you'll 

have  some  fine  blooms  next  spring. 

Of  course  you  can  leave  most  bulbs  in  the  ground  for  a  number  of  years.  But 

Dr.  Emsweller  thinks  it  is  net  always  advisable  to  do  so.     Tulips  give  much  better 

results  with  yearly  digging,  if  you  handle  them  carefully  in  storage.  Daffodils 
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need  digging  and  replanting  when  the  blooms  become  fewer  andsmaller.     That  means 
that  too  many  small  new  bulbs  have  formed  and  that  they  are  crowding  the  others.  And 
although  crocus  can  be  left  in  place  for  many  years,  it  dtfes  better  for  digging,  say 
every  third  or  fourth  year. 

Like  crocus,  you  can  leave  some  of  the  less  common  bulbs  j-n  the  ground  season 


after  season,  or  dig,  store,  and  replant  then,  as  convenient*     Such  bulbs  as  scillas, 
chionodoxas,  grape-hyacinth,  and  snow-drops  give  good  results  if  you  plant  them  in 
clumps  among  perennial  or  shrub  "borders  or  in  a  rock  garden,  and  leave  them  there. 

Dr.  Imsweller  emphasizes  one  important  point:  Don't  dig  bulbs  while  the  leaves 
are  green.    And  keep  the  leaves  green  as  long  as  you  can  after  the  plants  have  flow- 
ered.    The  leaves  "build  up  the  food  materials  that  are  stored  in  the  bulbs  and  that 
produce  the  flowers  the  following  year.     That  is  especially  important  with  tulips 
pnd  daffodils.    Remember  the  blooms  you  get  next  spring-  in  1941-  are  formed  almost 
entirely  during  the  flowering  period,  and  before  digging  tine,  this  year.  To  keep  the 
leaves  green  you  nay  need  to  water  the  plants  sometimes,  if  there's  a  dry  spell.  Use 
hose  and  wet  the  soil  down  to  a  depth  below  the  bulbs  about  every  10  days  or  2  weeks. 

Let's  take  the  bulbs  one  by  one,  as  there  are  slight  differences  in  the  way 
you  handle  them.    You  may  have  all  or  any  of  the  following  in  your  garden:  Daffodils, 
tulips,  hyacinths,  bulbous  iris,  or  crocus. 

Daffodils ,  first,-  both  white  and  yellow  ones.    Dr.  Emsweller  says  if  you 
have  spaced  your  daffodils  about  8  inches  each  way  and  planted  them  in  fertile  soil, 
you  can  leave  the  bulbs  in  place  4  or  5  years.     If  this  summer  marks  the  end  of  the 
second  year,  it's  time  to  work  some  well-rotted  manure  into  the  soil  around  the  bulbs 
now  that  the  flowers  are  over.    Do  the  same  for  the  next  two  years.    But  if  this  is 
the  fourth  or  fifth  year,  the  plants  are  probably  crowded  and  it's  better  to  dig  the 
bulbs. 

Delay  digging  until  the  tops  begin  to  die  down.     Shake  off  all  loose  soil 

►from  each  clump,  spread  the  clumps  out  in  thin  layers,  and  if  the  day  is  warm  and 

sunny,  dry  as  quickly  as  possible  in  the  sunshine.     In  the  evening,  put  the  bulbs 

into  trays  and  store  in  a  dry,  airy  place  until  thoroughly  dry.     If  drying  is  slow 

you  can  speed  it  up  by  using  an  electric  fan.  When  you  have  removed  all  moisture 
from  the  outer  scales,  store  the  clumps  in  mesh  bags.  Hang  them  from  the  ceiling 
in  a  cool,  dry,  place,-  usually  the  cellar.     Then  mice  can't  get  at  the  bulbs. 
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Late  in  the  summer,  shortly  "before  planting,  separate  the  clumps  carefully, 
and  group  the  bulbs  of  the  same  size  together.    When  the  time  comes  for  planting 
you  will  want  to  set  out  the  small  sizes  in  rows  2  or  3  inches  apart.     Then  they'll 
produce  large  "bulbs  for  flowering. 

Handle  bulbous  iris  in  much  the  same  way  as  daffodils.     But  don't  dry  the 
little  crocus  bulbs  in  direct  sunlight.    Otherwise,  care  for  them  like  daffodils, 
and  separate  the  clumps  late  in  the  summer  so  you  can  plant  the  larger  bulbs  by 
themselves. 

Dig  tulips  when  the  bulb  coat  is  a  light  brown  color.    You'll  have  to  examine 
the  tulip  bvilbs  from  tine  to  time  to  find  out  just  when  this  stage  is  reached.  And 
dig  yearly.    Another  thing:  Don' t  expose  tulip  bulbs  to  direct  sunlight.     If  you  do, 
fhe  bulb  coat  will  crack  and  the  bulb  may  rot.    Put  the  freshly  dug  bulbs  in  shal- 
low trays  and  dry  them  slowly  in  a  shaded,  but  airy,  place.    When  you  store  them  in 
the  cellar,-  which  should  be  dry  and  airy,-  subdue  the  light  as  much  as  possible. 
Go  over  the  bulbs  every  few  weeks  and  take  out  any  that  are  moldy  or  diseased.  Late 
in  the  season,  break  up  the  clumps.     Then  you  can  increase  your  tulips  from  year  to 
year  by  planting  the  small  and  large  sizes  separately. 

Dig  and  store  hyac inths  in  about  the  same  way  as  tulips,  but  dry  them  more 
rapidly. 

Dr.  Emsweller  points  out  that  it  takes  imagination  and  foresight  as  well  as 

the  physical  effort  of  digging,  planting,  weeding,  and  season-to-season  care,  if 

you  want  a  pleasing  effect  from  flowering  bulbs  in  your  garden.    And  since  we  can't 
» 

get  any  more  imported  bulbs  for  the  time  being,  it's  well  to  preserve  all  the  desir- 
able bulb  stock  on  hand  now. 

In  a  few  weeks  we'll  talk  about  planting  all  these  bulbs  to  fit  the  colorful 
picture  you  have  in  your  mind's  eye  for  next  spring. 

#### 


